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English Grammar  

English 4858 (21921)

English 6958 (21944)

TH 5:10-7:50 pm

DEB 345

Prerequisite: English 1551/equiv.

Dr. Steven Brown

Office: 941-1654 (De Bartolo, 229) E-mail: srbrown02@ysu.edu

Office hours: MTTH 2:45-4:30 and by appointment 

Class objectives and goals:

Knowledge of phenomena of English grammar; overview of traditional grammatical metalanguage; different approaches to grammatical description; historical and socio-economical factors in grammatical tradition; pedagogy of grammar.

Important note: There was one K-12 teacher last year who said s/he wouldn’t have taken the class if s/he knew it was so ESL-based.  Though the book is ESL-based, I think (1) the knowledge applies to all students, and (2) frankly, the teacher suffered from a lack of imagination. I do address native speakers, K-12 and college, specifically throughout the course. If you want more, just ask. 

Grading policy: First Test: 75 pts.; Second Test: 75 pts. Third test: 100 points Final Paper: 100 pts; Class participation: 50 pts. (attendance, discussion, asking questions, contributing, etc.);  A > 315; B 314-280, C 279-245; D 244-210, F < 210

Attendance policy:
Tests and papers may be rescheduled by prior arrangement. No rescheduling will be done for any reason after the due date. No make up tests will be given, or late assignments accepted after the fact. Students needing particular attention (for whatever reason) should notify the instructor early in the semester (the first week). 

READ your YSU student email account for class announcements. 

Textbook:

Cowan, The Teacher’s Grammar of English (Cambridge University Press)

(Optional, not ordered at the Bookstore) For those of you who are interested in writing issues, Joseph Williams, Style is a linguistically informed resource that I recommend without reservations. It's now in its 9th edition, so there should be lots of older copies out there, and they’re fine. 

Not optional:

Tyler, A. (2010). Usage-based approaches to language and their applications to second language learning. Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 30, 270-291. (Get on EJC)
Americans with Disabilities Act:  “Anyone requiring special adaptations or accommodations should inform the instructor as soon as possible. In accordance with University procedures, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services (phone: 330-941-1372) in the Center for Student Progress at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required. Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability Services.”
Outline of the course

There may be some adjustments.

	
	Week 
	Topics
	Cowan Chapter

	1:  
	Jan. 20
	 History of Grammar, Types of Grammar, Teaching issues, Words and parts of speech 
	 

	2: 
	Jan. 27
	History of Grammar, Types of Grammar, Teaching issues, Words and parts of speech 

	 1, 2, 3

	3: 
	Feb. 3
	 Nouns
	10, 11, 13

	4:
	Feb. 10
	Verbs 1                                           
	 9, 14, 15, 16, 17

	5: 
	Feb. 17 
	 Verbs 2
	 As above

	6: 
	Feb. 24
	 Verbs 3

Quiz 1: weeks 1-5
	 As above

	7:
	March 3
	 Adjectives


	 12, 24

	8: 
	March 10
	 Adverbs and Adverbials

 
	8

	
	March 17
	No Class Spring Break


	

	9: 
	March 24
	Sentence types, Simple sentences

Topic and annotated bib for final paper due
	4, 5, 6, 25

	10
	March 31
	Complex sentences

March 31 last day to withdraw with W
	18, 19

	11
	April 7
	Quiz 2: Weeks 1-9; Tyler article

	

	12
	April 14
	 Complex NPs
	20, 21

	13
	April 21
	Complex clauses, Verb and Adjective Complements, Adverbials,
	 23

	14
	April 28
	 Theme and focus, Discourse and wrap-up
	7, 22 , 26

	15
	May 5
	Quiz 3: Weeks 1-14
	 

	
	May 12
	No final exam, but paper due
	


I will send everyone (via their ysu student account) a pdf file of the class notes from last year, study guides, and sample quizzes. 

The Research Paper:

The paper should be typed, double spaced, 12 point or less, with 1 inch margins. There should be a bibliography, a title, and a clear, recognizable thesis. The length of the paper should be twelve to fifteen pages for graduate students, seven to eight for undergraduates. 

Sample Topics:

The list is purely indicative of appropriate topics for the research paper.

The efficacy of cognitive grammar in teaching. The efficacy of corpus-based grammars in teaching. The efficacy of computer-based grammar teaching. Pedagogy of grammar at large. Non-count nouns that become count; Ellipsis; Syntactic ambiguity; Semantics of a preposition, e.g., above, below, over; The subjunctive; Postposed adjectives, e.g., president elect; Multiple premodification.

The papers may deal with their topics in a variety of ways: experimental studies of teaching techniques; presenting various treatments of the same phenomenon (for example, a structural, a transformational and a cognitive explanation); examining a list of examples in search of some regularity and presenting an "explanation" on this basis; presenting counter-examples of one of the rules and/or generalizations in the textbooks  and discussing them; presenting an in-depth treatment of a topic not covered in class; presenting results of an empirical research involving more than 20 subjects and 20 questions/items, with some discussion of the results in terms of a theory; pursuing a topic covered in class in more detail; contrasting the treatment of a phenomenon in a number of grammars (of different orientations)

Papers will be graded using the following rubric:

Grammar Paper Rubric 100 total points

Professionalism (signs of proofreading, editing, consistent use of one style sheet or another)







_____/20

Relevant to Grammar. Follows proposed topic/annotated bib or you’ve spoken to me after changing your topic

______/10

Content (60)

a. has a controlling idea (need not be an argumentative essay, but paper has a focus) _









____/5

b. Has 10 sources and sources are relevant, current, and comprehensive (I can’t think of other sources off the top of my head)



_____/15

c. Evidence exists for your point of view and you use it well
___/15

d. Paper length is as stated on syllabus



____/10

e. Well organized and clearly written




____/15

Originality (by which I mean not “publishable” but that you’ve put your own spin on the paper, in ways that one normally would for an upper division/graduate class   ____/10


