English 3750(43987) 



(3 units) Prereq: Eng 1551


Language and Culture



Fall 2009 MWF 12-12:50, DEB 261
Dr. Steven Brown





330-941-1654 
email: srbrown02@ysu.edu
Office hours: MWF 11-12, T 3:00-5:00 and by appointment (941-1654) DEB 229
The goal of this course is to provide participants with an overview of the ways in which language influences culture and vice versa. 

Objectives: Students will finish the class with:

1. a knowledge of ways to talk about culture and its relationship to language

2. a basic understanding of linguistics as it relates to societies and cultures

3. an understanding of how the theories learned in class apply to cross-cultural/multicultural issues 

PLEASE READ YOUR YSU EMAIL ACCOUNT ON A REGULAR BASIS FOR CLASS UP-DATES

Text: 
Blum, Making Sense of Language (Oxford University Press)

I will put on library reserve Brown & Eisterhold, Topics in Language and Culture for Teachers. This book is not required, but I wrote it and if you’re the sort who likes lecture notes or will be missing a lot of classes, (not recommended) it’s there for your reference. I’ve marked the relevant chapters as B&E # on the schedule. The discussions we will have about the assigned readings are, of course, not on reserve, and will be addressed on the quizzes. 
Assignments and Grades: 375 total points

1. Three quizzes on material (75 points each = 225). Make-up exams must be taken within three school days of any absence. Study guides will be provided.
2. A seven-page paper and in-class presentation of 7-10 minutes on a topic to be approved by the instructor. Students will also submit the topic and a bibliography of at least five academic items -- books or journal articles that served as the background to the presentation (not internet websites unless you ask me first)-- before the day of the presentation. Minimum number of pages to be consulted: 100 (above what we read in class). Presentations will start in Week 13. 
[presentation + paper = 100 points]

3. In-class participation = 50. Lead one discussion. Also, I hope we can discuss the readings as adults. If I find people unprepared, I may have to base this part of the grade on weekly reading quizzes. 
Scale: 

A= above 338

B= 338-300

C= 299-255

D= 254-225

F=  224 and below 

Americans with Disabilities Act:  “Anyone requiring special adaptations or accommodations should inform the instructor as soon as possible. In accordance with University procedures, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services (phone: 330-941-1372) in the Center for Student Progress at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required. Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability Services.”
Tentative Schedule (Based on the number of people in the class, we might have to adjust the final weeks’ readings to accommodate presentations)
Readings = Numbered chapters (NOT parts, NOT units) in Blum
Week 1 

Aug 23
Introduction

Aug 25
Maps and Mockingbird
Aug 27
What is Language?
Readings 1-2

B&E 1, 2, 10

Week 2 

Aug 30
What is Language?
Reading 4

Sept 1
What is Language?
Reading 5

Sept 3
What is Language?
Reading 6

Week 3

Sept 6
Labor Day -- No school

Sept 8
Sapir/Whorf

Reading 9

B&E 2

Sept 10
Sapir/Whorf

Reading 12

Week 4

Sept 13
Literacy and Orality
Reading 7

B&E 11

Sept 15
Literacy and Orality
Reading 8

Sept 17
Literacy and Orality
Reading 40

Week 5

Sept 20
Non-verbal Communication and Silence
Reading 45
B&E 9

Sept 22
Semantics

Reading 3
B&E 3

Sept 24
Semantics

Reading 11

Week 6

Sept 27
Semantics

Reading 37

Sept 29 
Review session



Oct 1
Quiz 1
(I’ll give you a study guide for each quiz.)

Week 7

Oct 4
Language in interaction/Pragmatics

Reading 25
B&E 4

Oct 6
Language in interaction/Pragmatics

Reading 29

Oct 8
Language in interaction/Pragmatics

Reading 35

Week 8

Oct 11
Language in interaction/Pragmatics

Reading 38

Oct 13
Multilingualism



Reading 13

Oct 15
Multilingualism



Reading 14

Week 9

Oct 18
Multilingualism



Reading 15
B&E 7

Oct 20
Multilingualism



Reading 18

Oct 22
Multilingualism



Reading 20

Week 10 

Oct 25
Multilingualism



Reading 21

Oct 27 
Video: Cross Cultural Communication
Last day to withdraw with a W Oct 28

Oct 29
Quiz 2 

Week 11

Nov 1
Region and Class



Reading 23
B&E 8

Nov 3
Region and Class



Reading 24

Nov 5
Ethnicity




Reading 26
B&E 8

Week 12

Nov 8
Ethnicity




Reading 27

Nov 10 
Ethnicity




Reading 28

Nov 12
Ethnicity





Week 13

Nov15
Gender




Reading 30
B&E 8

Nov 17
Gender




Reading 31

Nov 19
Gender




Reading 32

Week 14

Nov 22
Gender




Reading 33 and 34

Nov 24
First and Second Language Learning and Socialization

Reading 16-17
B&E 5&6

Nov 26
No class Columbus Day Observed (aka Thanksgiving)

Week 15

Nov 29
First and Second Language Learning and Socialization

Reading 19

Dec 1
Wrap-up 

Dec 3
Quiz 3

Final Exam Day is Friday Dec 10, 10:30-12:30: No Final, but papers due. Friday at 10:30 is the absolute deadline for your paper. No extensions beyond that. You have 15 weeks to plan.
