English 1509 (43102)   





MWF 9-9:50 Beeghly Center 306
Dr.Steven Brown







Office: DEB 229 Phone: 941-1654 (leave a message on voice mail)



e-mail: srbrown02@ysu.edu






Office Hours: MWF 11-12, TH 3-5 and by appointment (all office hours in DeBartolo Hall 229). It’s a good idea to call before coming because sometimes I’m in a meeting. 

Text: Smalzer, Write to be Read (Cambridge University Press)
Prerequisite: Placement based on ESL test

Goals/Objectives: 

The aim of this course is to develop writing and reading comprehension skills in English through outlining, summary and response. The course will emphasize vocabulary, main idea, detail and conclusion in reading and writing. All ESL composition courses have as their goal preparation for first-year composition.

Specifically:

1. You will learn to read critically.

2. You will respond to readings using your own experience.

3. You will compare readings.

4. You will learn to use summary, paraphrase and quotation to support your ideas.

5. You will learn academic vocabulary

6. As needed, we will work on the accurate use of English in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Course requirements:

1. Complete assigned readings before coming to class

2. Participate in class activities

3. Complete all homework, journal assignments, vocabulary quizzes and writing assignments on time. Late papers will receive reduced credit.

4. Attend at least 80% of the time (no more than 3 absences). You cannot get an “A” if your attendance is poor.

5. Do your own work. Plagiarism (using someone else’s ideas without credit/documentation) is unacceptable and will not be counted as satisfactory work.

Grades will be based on the weekly short essays, in-class essays and homework. Each weekly essay will receive equal weight and the total of all  weekly essays will be worth 80% of the grade. The other 20% of the grade will be based on participation, quizzes, and short assignments.
This class follows the university’s policies on academic honesty and on incompletes. We will read and discuss those policies in class. 

Schedule for Essays 

You will usually write one short essay (2 pages) a week. 

There will be other homework, reading and writing assignments. 

This is a tentative schedule. I reserve the right to adjust the schedule with prior notice.

No Final Exam

Holidays: Labor Day Sept. 6, Columbus Day Observed Nov. 26
Americans with Disabilities Act:  “Anyone requiring special adaptations or accommodations should inform the instructor as soon as possible. In accordance with University procedures, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services (phone: 330-941-1372) in the Center for Student Progress at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required. Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability Services.”
Tentative schedule: Because there are people from many language groups and people at many different levels in this class, our schedule needs to be flexible. I’ve broken it up into Units. Each unit will take about two weeks to complete. I will give your reading assignments in class. 

Unit 1

Introduction/in-class essay

Getting Ideas

Writing experiences/the writing process

Unit 2

Examples and support

Topic sentences

Unit 3

Summaries

Review of paragraph organization/essay exams

Unit 4

Thesis statements

Logical argumentation

Unit 5

More on summarizing

Introductions and conclusions

Unit 6

Outlining and organizing

Unit 7

Persuasion

Unit 8

Argument

